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Dear Parents, Whanau and Caregivers, 
 
With Parent Teacher Interviews coming up today and tomorrow I have been reflecting on the beliefs and values 
that have been so important at Rototuna Primary since the school opened in 2003. The key values of the school 
were: 

• A positive partnership between home and school and between student and teacher. 
• High expectations and the expectation that all children would know the goals that they were focusing on 

as a learner. 
• The value of homework that created a habit of doing a little every night that also informed parents what 

children were achieving. 
• That from day one, the school would be cutting edge at the forefront of what was happening in 

education. 
 
One of the challenges faced by the school, parents and children was constant change as new curriculum and 
technology impacted on the expectations of the government and community. When I arrived a little under ten 
years ago it was apparent that to continue to be a leading school we needed to be prepared to change and to 
utilise the huge advances in technology. 
In the first decade we had a homework book in literacy and numeracy. As a school we needed to change the 
content of these as we coped with changes in education. In that decade we had a new curriculum then the 
introduction of national standards. Now national standards have been removed and we need to report on the 
curriculum so we use different processes and reporting language. 
We still value homework and try to ensure that it is student centred and focused om individual learning goals. 
Technology is helping us in this area. 
We introduced Maths Buddy for Yr 3-6 students and over the past couple of years senior children have been 
using google classroom as it prepared them for the next stage of schooling. 
We still believe in creating strong parent partnerships and work hard to ensure that this is at the forefront of our 
decisions.   
In the early years of the school we reported to you through an extensive portfolio which took a lot of teacher 
time. We surveyed parents and found that there was too much information and only 20% of parents read it 
closely. We also surveyed teachers and found that, on average, they spent 15 hours a week doing this work and 
it was making it difficult to have enough time to do the vital preparation that ensures all children succeed at their 
level. 
With reporting, we have tried to find ways to show student progress and achievement, which are two quite 
different things. 
Achievement is what the child can do at the end of a period of time (eg; half year, year). Progress is what new 
learning children have managed to achieve over a shorter period of time. So we could have a situation where a 
child has worked really hard all year and made great progress but not got to the achievement level required for 
their year level. Our reporting systems tended to focus on saying whether a child was well below, below or at or 
above the expected standard and yet not show how much progress a child had made in a year which should be 
valued. 
If a child is well below that meant that they had to complete the requirements of 2 years to be at the standard 
when we reported on their achievement. That is a major challenge. Sometimes children might take 2 years to 
achieve this, so we needed to indicate their progress to achieve this target. 
One of our strengths is that we have always made sure that children know the next learning goal(s) they need to 
work on. We still believe this is important as it gives them control over their learning. 
The digital technology has now become available to us to provide both progress and achievement information, to 
relate goals to homework and to grow our partnership with parents. From the beginning of this term we have 
introduced a new report format as well as an online portal called Spotlight. The report form is about 
achievement and Spotlight is about progress and you now have access to both. On Spotlight, there are also 
goals that children are working on and links to related learning resource material to help them grow the skill. One 
of the resources is sets of videos designed to offer the same learning process students have when they are 
working in small groups with a teacher. 
The video sets are designed to be watched consecutively by the child as they follow our learning design model: 
discover, practice use. The videos need to be viewed over 4-5 sessions to enable the children to understand the 
goal and then to demonstrate their knowledge and skill to the teacher. 
 
 



 
 
Today and tomorrow you get a chance to see both the report and the Spotlight portal to better understand your 
child’s achievement and progress. To support you in understanding this I will run workshops on the half hour in 
the library during the interview times and Kylie Morris will run workshops in the staffroom on the hour about 
Spotlight. We both look forward to seeing you. 
While there has been changes and we have evolved as a school I believe that we have continued to hold true to 
the beliefs we started out with in 2003. 
 

Spotlight Parent Workshops - These information sessions will take place in the STAFFROOM: 
Kylie Morris, Deputy Principal, will be running information sessions for parents on the new SPOTLIGHT learning 
portal. If you would like to see how your child is using SPOTLIGHT and how you can partner with your child in 
their learning, please pop into one of the sessions below.  
 
Wednesday 9 May     Thursday 10 May 
2.00pm       2.00pm 
3.15pm       3.00pm 
5.15pm       4.00pm 
6.00pm 
 
New Report Format Workshops - These will be held in the LIBRARY: 
Mike Sutton, will also be running information sessions for parents on the new REPORT format.  
 
Wednesday 9 May    Thursday 10 May 
1.30pm      1.30pm 
2.30pm      2.30pm 
3.30pm      3.30pm 
5.30pm      4.30pm 
6.30pm 
 
Please pop in before or after your child’s teacher interview if you would like support to interpret your child’s Term 
1 School Report. If you can’t make a workshop, parent information sheets on the new report format and 
SPOTLIGHT will be given to you at your parent interview. You can also view these information sheets online via 
our website: www.rototunaprimary.school.nz under the GENERAL tab. 

 
Disco Special Order Pizza  
 
The PTA is offering pre-ordered gluten, dairy, nut and soy free pizzas at the upcoming disco on 18th May. 
These must be pre-ordered via Kindo and will be available from the kitchen on the night. If you have any 
queries about the pizza order or food allergy information for disco food please 
email pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz.  You do not need to pre-order regular pizzas and vegetarian options will 
be available on the night. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Trivia Night 
“Come and join the fun at our Annual Trivia Night, brought to you by Rototuna Primary School PTA with our 
main event sponsor Harcourts! 
 
This year’s theme is ‘Escape from the Pages’, so grab some friends for your table of eight, book the 
babysitter and dust off those book related costumes. What page will you escape from? Will you be the 2018 
Trivia Champions? Will you be crowned Best Dressed? 
 
As well as the trivia, there will be lots to entertain you, auctions, raffles, mystery balloons and more! Supper 
is provided and a cash/eftpos bar is available. 
 
Trivia Night is always very popular and often sells out, so don't hesitate, book your table NOW!  
 
Tickets for your table of eight are $160 and can be purchased via Kindo or by 
emailing pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz.  
 
Don't have a full table? This year we have a "community table" available - if you have four or less team 
members we can place you on this table with fellow quiz goers for $20pp - to book on this table 
email pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Escape from the Pages Trivia Night!” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disco Special Order Pizza  

 

The PTA is offering pre-ordered gluten, dairy, nut and soy free pizzas at the upcoming disco on 18th May. 

These must be pre-ordered via Kindo and will be available from the kitchen on the night. If you have any queries about 

the pizza order or food allergy information for disco food please email pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz.  You do not 
need to pre-order regular pizzas and vegetarian options will be available on the night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is  y ou r  her o?

Friday 18 th May
5:30 - 6 :30 Juniors (yrs 0-3)

6 :45 - 8 : 15 Seniors (yrs 4-6)

Gold coin entry

Pizza ,  Lol l ies ,  Icecream & Dr inks

Novelty i tems

Photobooth

Al l  $1  - $2



 
 
 
 

We Need Your Help 

This year the Trivia Night will be held on Friday the 8th of June at 7.00pm and the theme is Escape From the 

Pages! 

We are looking for volunteers to help out. As this is a big function we need as many people as we can get. We 

need… 

- Help setting up the hall on the day from about 11am onwards. Any amount of time you can give would be much 

appreciated. 

- Help on the night from 6:40 until we finish. Jobs include kitchen helpers (this job involves preparing the food 

platters), wait staff (for this job you will need to deliver supper, collect answer sheets, sell mystery balloons and 

raffles and clear tables)  and bar staff. 

- Help at the end to tidy up. 

It promises once again to be a fun night! 

 

If you can help with any of these jobs please email pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz   

 

 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Mothers’ day is right around the corner! It’s time to get mum the gift that keeps giving all year long! Or grab one yourself 

and take mum out for lunch or dinner. Order now and thanks for your purchase and supporting our fundraiser. 

http://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/15k4106 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Guide Sheet for Parents: Term 1 Report 
Please read the covering page of the Report which explains the report format and supporting reporting 

systems at Rototuna Primary School. 
 

Below is a guide sheet that supports parents to interpret the information provided in the Term 1 report. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DOJO: ROTOTUNA SCHOOL HALL 
 
Martial arts training for children, teens and adults of all ages. First lesson free.  
 
Monday  -  
6.00 to 7.00pm. – This family class is suitable for beginners of all ages including teens and adults 
Wednesday  -  
5.30 to 6.30pm – This class is suitable for beginning students Age 4 – 11 
6.30 to 7.30pm – This class is suitable for beginning students Age 12, including teens and adults of all 
ages. 
 
Phone or text Marie Thom 027 497 0499 or check our website www.tkma.co.nz for more details. 

 

OPEN day
10am - 2pm, 12 May 2018

kimbrae drive, rototuna high school

10.00am  
Magic Netball team 

Meet the players, watch them train and  
get selfies afterwards

12.00pm 
Burger Fuel Basketball Shoot Out 

Shoot into the hoop to win Burger Fuel prizes. 
 Anyone can give it a go!

1.00pm 
Futsal Coaching Session 

Head along for a futsal session with Brayden Lissington, a key  
member of the NZ Men’s national futsal team (Futsal White)

10am-2pm: All Day Fun 
Demonstration and have a go basketball, badminton,  
netball, volleyball sports, bouncy castle, face painting,  

bumper balls, BBQ, Peak-A-Boo Playtime.

Something for everyone to  
come and try!

free

www.thepeak.co.nz


