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Dear Parents, Whanau and Carers, 
 
 
Thank you to the wonderful participation in the Parent Teacher Interviews last week. I was very pleased with the number who 
participated in the process. It is what keeps the parent, teacher, student partnership alive and assists in all understanding of 
the progress being made. It is also important to look ahead and see what individual students need to do to improve their 
achievement. 
I thank all the parents who participated and also thank the teachers for their preparation and participation in the process. 
Some students also joined their parents for the discussions too. 
I hope that there are clear goals and expectations so that everyone in the learning process understands what needs to be 
done to raise student achievement. 
 
Year 6  Show  - Mr. Sutton Lost his Keys 
This is a huge week for our Year 6 students as they perform their show. They have had a dress rehearsal on Monday and 
evening performance last night. 
The final two shows will be held on Thursday at 1.30pm and 6.30pm. 
Participating in shows is something that is valued at Rototuna and all students get 2-3 opportunities to develop and show their 
drama, singing and acting skills. 
It takes a lot of work on the part of the teachers and students to put on these shows and we are fortunate to have a number 
of parents and support staff that help behind the scenes with makeup, costumes and props. 
We also have a huge number of staff who supported their Year 6 colleagues this term so that the shows could go ahead. I 
congratulate the students for their outstanding performance and all the staff who have worked hard to provide such an 
amazing experience. It’s been an honour to see such enthusiasm and enjoyment. 
 
In Term Holidays 
Staff are becoming increasingly concerned about the number of term time holidays that children are going on. I accept that 
sometimes they are unavoidable for a number of reasons. Please think carefully about this and consider how much time is 
missed and the pressure it puts on children to catch up and for teachers to provide extra work. In one class this term there 
have been only two weeks when no child has been away on holiday. If children are receiving extra in class support this is 
unsettling too. 
I know that the community are very education focussed and that you will avoid extended holiday absences when planning 
time away. 
 
Building Project 
I am looking forward to meeting with the architect, the Ministry of Education and Board Members to discuss the first draft 
plans for the project to build 10 more teaching spaces at our school. While it will take a while to complete its good to know 
that we are getting to the planning stage. There are still a few hurdles to go before tenders are called and building work 
starts next year. 
I am pleased that we have got to this stage. 
 
Transportable Rooms 
The Ministry of Education recognises that our classrooms will be placed on the field with the intention to reduce pressure and 
over the holidays three rooms will be placed on the field. The classrooms in the hub spaces will be moved to these buildings. 
There is some refurbishing of classrooms and hubs to take place starting next term so the classrooms will be used to 
accommodate classrooms while new flooring is added and hub walls covered with Autex to reduce sound along with new LED 
lighting. This is a $200,000 project the government provided extra funding to the M.O.E to enable this to be done quickly. 
 
Celebration 
On Friday we will have our school Celebration. The Year 4-6 students will have theirs at 9.15 am followed by the NE to Year 3 
at 10.00am. The Celebration will be led by Room 24 and Room 11 will be sharing along with Room 27 and Mānuka 3 and 
Room 16 will be showing a digital presentation.  
You are all most welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Ministry of Education 
At 1.30pm om Friday senior staff from the Hamilton office of the MOE will attend a presentation of our Spotlight system that you can 
access as parents to track your child. This is a cutting edge programme in which we are assisting our school internet partner to 
develop. 
Kylie Morris has done a huge amount of work and she updated the Board so they could look at progress made. 
I thank Kylie for her work with the company who are releasing a version for other schools. 
It is a programme the Minster of Education is keen to see in schools so that parents have access to up to date  information about 
their child/rens progress. 
 
Whakatau 
Next Monday we will be holding a Whakatau (a welcome) to students who will turn 5 over the early part of Term 2. Their parents will 
also join us. It is a way of welcoming children to our school. 
 
Sports Photographs 
On Tuesday 9 April  there will be term 1 sport, leadership and iwi/hapu photographs in the Hall. 
 
Powhiri 
On Thursday 11 April at 10.30am there will be a Powhiri to welcome our new Principal James Eldridge to our school. Parents are 
welcome to join us. There will be seating for our parents upstairs in the Hall. James will have a group of teachers, parents and 
children to support him. 
 
School Closing  
School will close on Friday 12 April at 3.00pm to begin the end of term holidays. School will reopen on WEDNESDAY 1 MAY at 
9.00am.  
 
Goodbye 
At the end of the term we will say farewell to Briony Subritzky who is going overseas for 12 months. Her class will be taught by Karen 
Lovell for the rest of the year. We wish Briony all the best for her travel adventures. 
 
Teachers Pay Negotiation  
This week the teachers will be voting online to see if they will accept the pay offer made by the Ministry of Education. Originally there 
was to be a paid union meeting this week but this was cancelled following the shootings at Mosques in Christchurch. 
 
Daylight Savings 
This finishes over this coming weekend. Don’t get caught out not being on time for school next Monday! 
 
 
Year 6 Production  
Year 6 students are performing a production “Mr Sutton has Lost his Keys” this is a tribute to Mr Sutton and is part of the 
lead up to his retirement.  
 
MATINTEE at 1.30pm on THURSDAY 4 APRIL  
EVENING Performance  THURSDAY 4 APRIL at 6.30pm 
 
 
Farewell to Mike 
Wednesday  10/04   Community Farewell  6.30pm  in the School Hall  - all welcome to attend 
Thursday  11/04  Staff, BOT,PTA Farewell   Dinner  
Friday  12/04  Final Celebration    9.00am   in the school Hall - all welcome to attend 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
How to Access Spotlight  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Support Rototuna Primary School and you’ll be 
rewarded! 

 

We are raising money for Fundraising for Rototuna Primary School and you can 
help. Order the NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital 
Membership and you will receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you 
love to do, and you will also be supporting Fundraising for the school.  PLUS, 
order now to receive over $150 of bonus Early Bird Offers (hurry, these sell out 
quickly). 
 

 
Purchase online here:   

https://www.entbook.co.nz/15k4106   

	
  

The Entertainment Membership is great value. With lots of instant savings. It more than 
outweighs the price. There is something for everyone – casual and fine dining, adventure 
and family activities. I couldn't live without it. Plus, I get to support a good cause.” – Zana 
B. Hamilton 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
Rototuna Primary School 

Ellie Massey 
0274271529 

pta@rototunaprimary.school.nz 
 

 
 
  


