Rototuna Primary School
Covid-19 Week 2: Newsletter 6
Moving to Alert Level 3
Tuesday 21 April 2020
Kia ora Whānau
We all hope that this email finds you and your whānau safe and well. We heard yesterday that New
Zealand will move to Alert Level 3 next week. This means that Rototuna Primary School will be open for
the students of parents returning to work only, on Wednesday 29 April 2020.
Attendance at school from Wednesday 29th April will currently only be for those students whose
parents are returning to work. The government has been clear that "in Alert Level 3 we should work
and learn from home if we can. We still want the vast majority of people working from home, and
children and young people learning from home. At-risk students and staff should also stay at
home.” We therefore ask that, where possible, please keep your children at home.
To help us plan for school during Alert Level 3, we ask that if your child/ren need to attend school so
that you can return to work, to please fill in the google form (link below):
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-bRvrMJLeOiLCrLDm2nIDoLFNgBERjCrrIvBjy25lYq_AU
g/viewform
Please fill in this form no later than 9am Thursday 23 April. This information is crucial in helping us
organise ‘bubbles’ for students.
The Ministry of Education has advised that they are working closely with the Ministry of Health to
develop clear guidance that will support schools to safely re-open their premises to students and staff.
This will help us work through the public health requirements that we all need to meet. As you will be
doing, we want to be sure that what we do will keep our community as safe as possible.
As we have been asked to control our school bubbles to 10 children or less, please understand that
school life will look and be different during Alert Level 3, as the following points outline:
●
●
●

Drop off must be at the gate and your child is to walk themselves to their classroom.
Drop off must not be before 8.45-9.00am. Students must go straight to their assigned
classroom.
Before and After School Care will not operate.

●
●
●
●

●

●
●

The school day will be from 9.00am to 2.30pm with only 30 minutes for lunch.
Your child will meet you at the prearranged school exit at 2.30pm here will be no walking school
bus to Countdown. Older children may be able to walk or ride home by prearrangement.
To protect bubbles, there will be no supervision of students after 2.30pm so it is important that
you are on time to pick your child from the front entrance at 2.30pm.
Your child will be assigned to a ‘bubble’ with no more than 10 students. Your child may be with
different staff members throughout the day. Where possible they will remain with similar aged
children.
Your child will remain in their assigned bubble for the entire day. Therefore both morning tea
and lunch breaks will have learners remain inside. The playgrounds will remain closed
throughout Alert Level 3.
This will mean a different approach to classroom life than they are currently used to.
Hand hygiene and school hygiene will remain a top priority.

These are just some of the immediate health and safety practices that we are putting into practice. As
we receive more information from the Ministry of Education we will revise our Covid-19 Health and
Safety Plan and keep you fully informed of any updates and/or changes.
For now, we will continue to support your child’s learning by distance while we progress our planning
for what Alert Level 3 will mean for you and for our school. We will be in touch again soon with more
information. As you have been doing, please keep connecting with your teachers with any questions
you might have.
Ngå Mihi
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